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urged to move by the Hindusthani sepoys below, and
were in correspondence with the Afghan and other,
fanatics of Swat and Sitana. If the Panjab saved
India, it was our trans-Indus district, which was the
most dangerous in the Panjab, and it was John Nichol-
son, more emphatically than any other man, who saved
our trans-Indus possession. The place of the Panjab
Guides, when they were despatched to Delhi, was taken
by the 55th Native Infantry and the loth Irregular
Cavalry, the first of which threatened to murder their
officers, and the second " to roast" the civil officer of
the station. A very small force was sent to Marddn to
Tleal with them, and it was accompanied by Nicholson '
as political officer; and, on its approach,the 55th Regi-
ment broke and took to the hills. It was in the end of
the month of May, and he had been twenty hours in the
saddle, under a burning sun, and had ridden seventy
miles that day;* but, without a moment's hesitation,
he " hurled himself on the fugitives with a handful of
policotsowars," and did such fearful execution that 150
of them were laid dead on the line of retreat, 150 sur-
renderee^ and the greater number of those who escaped
up the hills were wounded. The moral effect of this, '
just when everything was hanging in the balance, can-
not be over-estimated. The tide of mutiny had rolled
Kp almost unchecked until it broke upon this rock.

It has been well said that, at the outbreak of the
Mutiny, the valleyf of Peshawar stood in <f a ring of re-
pressed hostilities," while t>eyo,nd that lay the chroni-
cally hostile kingdom of Kaubul. The military forces in.
this valley consisted of 2800 Europeans and 800 native
soldiers of all arms; and when the intelligence of the
events at,Delhi and Meerut reached Peshawar, most of
the native soldiers became ripe for mutiny. It has often
been alleged that the sepoys took no part in the atrocities

* See raiijdb Mutiny Report, para. 151-